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•  Supported with a grant from the Governor’s 
Productivity Investment Fund


•  Collaboration among VDOE, textbook publishers, 
content providers, and technology companies


•  Developing cost-effective models that blend 
vetted, standards-based content of traditional 
textbooks with the engaging, dynamic, up-to-date 
resources of the Web


Beyond Textbooks




•  The technical, social, and policy implications of 
replacing traditional textbooks with digital alternatives


•  The conditions necessary for delivering high-quality 
instructional materials for a lower investment


•  How digital instructional materials can be used most 
effectively to increase student engagement and 
educational outcomes


•  How digital instructional materials can be used most 
effectively to improve teacher practice


The project aimed to understand
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What did we learn? First, consider the 
limitations...


Qualitative case study limited in scope


•  snapshot in time


•  small sample size


•  narrow slice of content




•  Increased student engagement


•  More opportunities for self-directed learning


•  Better products


What did we learn?




We also identified the need for


•  Policies regarding use


•  Reliable, high-speed Internet access at school 
and home


•  Teacher professional development 




What about student outcomes?



Preliminary evidence from this very limited pilot 
project suggests that the approach is worth 
continuing to explore.




What about cost? 




We have a better understanding of the costs 
associated with implementing digital textbook 
initiatives, but we are unable to provide a cost 
comparison between digital and print textbooks 
for several reasons.





The benefits of DOE PIF projects far exceed the 
modest investment


•  Increases our ability to win federal 
competitive grants to expand the work


•  Catalyst for innovation in schools 


•  Solidifies Virginia’s position as a leader in 
digital learning


Impact




Reports


Beyond Textbooks: Year One Report


Beyond Textbooks: The Learning Return on Investment



http://www.doe.virginia.gov/support/technology/technology_initiatives/
learning_without_boundaries/beyond_textbooks/index.shtml
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