Commonwealth Center for Advanced Research and Statistics
(CCARY)

e Workforce quality is critical to Virginia’s future as a competitive economic
force and has been the focus of leadership (General Assembly, Governor,
Council on Virginia’s Future, Virginia Chamber of Commerce, etc.)
attention for several years.

e With expertise in performance assessment, the Council on Virginia’s
Future collaboratively produced Virginia’s Workforce System Report
Card in 2012. This tool continues to improve with every iteration.

e Governor McAuliffe’s Executive Order 23: The New Virginia Economy
Workforce Initiative recognized that Virginia needs a strong vehicle
for using data to make strategic workforce decisions and called for
the establishment of the Commonwealth Center for Advanced
Research and Statistics (CCARS).
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How CCARS Will Work

e CCARS will serve a broader leadership function by:

Convening a “State of the Virginia Workforce” conference each year;

Exploring the complexities of labor market information;

Identifying opportunities for improving Virginia’s education and training system;
Answering key questions for workforce decision-making; and,

Articulating workforce supply and anticipated employer demand more clearly.

e CCARS can capitalize on other related initiatives, such as the Virginia Longitudinal Data
System and several supply-and-demand projects to support its work. But it will not
replace them.

e CCARS will be sponsored by the Council on Virginia’s Future.

e CCARS will guided by a Policy Advisory team to include, but not be limited to:

Aneesh Chopra from our Council;
A private sector member from the Virginia Board of Workforce Development;
Representatives from the Governor’s Cabinet and state agencies; and,

Others.
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